
Meeting the challenge:  
working with London’s HE

Our goal to establish London as the knowledge capital 

of the world is one that engages London and Londoners. 

To fail in adequately supporting our HEIs is to fail on a 

much broader canvas.

This is not an idle threat. Competition from rival cities 

and HE regions is intense, not just from traditional 

competitors in Europe, America and Australia, but 

increasingly from new HE players in the East, in 

particular China and Japan who are investing heavily 

in their HEIs (many of whose students currently study 

in London).

Complacency, too, is a threat. Merely sustaining  

the current levels of resource and facilities will not  

be sufficient to compete in the new global HE 

environment. To achieve our goal we need to invest in 

our excellence (wherever that may lie), enhance our 

facilities, develop our staff (and attract new blood), 

and grow our links with the people and businesses 

of London.

London’s HEIs are committed to achieving our aim.  

To succeed we need your help:

• MPs, MEPs and Peers. As respected representatives of  

 the region we look to you to support us by promoting  

 HE in the capital and championing the goals we have set. 

• London Stakeholders. We share many objectives with  

 key regional bodies such as the London Development  

 Agency, the Greater London Authority, the NHS, the  

 Learning and Skills Council, other regional and local  

 government bodies and with business and business  

 intermediaries. We have an established and dynamic  

 relationship with FE partners – many of which deliver  

 HE directly – that will play an even more important  

 role in the future. We look forward to working more  

 closely with other London stakeholders to fulfil our  

 mutual aims.

• London’s universities and higher education colleges.  

 London’s HEIs endorse the London Vision and  

 Excellence aims and through their own strategic plans,  

 and in collaboration with others inside and outside the  

 HE sector, are working towards them.

• London Higher is the membership organization that  

 promotes and acts as an advocate for London’s HE.  

 We will work with our members and stakeholders  

 to support and coordinate progress towards  

 these goals. 

To find out more about how you can support this 

initiative see the relevant insert (enclosed) or contact 

London Higher (details on the reverse).
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Vision & Excellence
Establishing London as the 

Knowledge Capital of the World

London Higher

Senate House

Malet Street

London WC1E 7HU

Tel. 020 7664 4843

www.londonhigher.ac.uk

enquiry@londonhigher.ac.uk

“The quality of London's…  

 Higher Education Institutions

 clearly makes London a successful  

 and major international centre for  

 higher education”.

The Rt. Hon. Charles Clarke MP, 
Secretary of State for Education & Skills, 2004

Did you know..?
The figures about London’s HEIs speak  

for themselves. Collectively they:

Generate  
c. £8 billion each  

year in goods  

and services

Contribute 
c. 1 per cent of UK GDP  

and 4 per cent 

of London’s GDP

Roehampton University

Rose Bruford College

Royal Academy of Music*

Royal College of Art

Royal College of Music

Royal College of Nursing Institute

Royal Holloway University of London*

School of Oriental and African Studies, 

University of London *

School of Pharmacy*

St George’s Hospital Medical School*

St Mary’s College

Thames Valley University

The Open University in London 

The Royal Veterinary College*

Trinity College of Music

University College London*

University of East London

University of Greenwich

University of London* 

University of the Arts London

University of Westminster

Wimbledon School of Art

*Colleges of the University of London 

Birkbeck University of London*

Brunel University

Central School of Speech & Drama

City University

Conservatoire for Dance and Drama

Courtauld Institute of Art*

Goldsmiths College University of London*

Imperial College London*

Institute of Cancer Research*

Institute of Education*

King’s College London*

Kingston University

London Business School*

London Metropolitan University

London School of Economics &  

Political Science*

London School of Hygiene &  

Tropical Medicine*

London South Bank University

Middlesex University

Queen Mary, University of London*

Ravensbourne College of  

Design and Communication

Vision & Excellence:  
the way ahead

We have the excellence – here is the vision. 

Join the universities and higher education 

colleges in London in our task of 

establishing London as the knowledge 

capital of the world.

About London Higher

London Higher is a membership organization that 

promotes and acts as an advocate for London’s higher 

education. We do this through publications, through the media 

and by engaging with local and national government.  

It is an ‘umbrella’ body and all 42 eligible universities and colleges  

are members. London Higher is the biggest and most varied of the 

regional university associations in the UK. As well as working with, 

and for, the institutional members, London Higher works closely 

with the London Development Agency, the Greater London 

Authority, the Association of Colleges London Region and  

with the business sector with Barclays Bank plc and  

through London First.

Member Institutions

Sharing the vision
London is already acknowledged to be one 

of the world’s foremost international centres for 
higher education (HE). London could, however, further 
excel and become the foremost centre – for teaching, 

for research, for business interaction and for higher level 
skills delivery and community regeneration. All of these 

are areas in which London’s universities and HE colleges 
already shine.

Produce 
over 66,000 skilled graduates  

and other qualifiers for the  

job market each year, with each  

graduate cohort having the  

potential to generate  

£11.7 billion during  

their working lives 

Attract  
to the UK 65,000  

international students  

from over 200 countries,  

who in turn spend over 

£750 million in the 

UK each year 

Win  
25 per cent of all UK  

research funding – some  

£600 million annually –  

led by a cluster of  

the world’s top research  

institutions and institutes 

This statement sets out the ambition of London’s  
HE institutions (HEIs) to realise this potential –  

and see London established, and universally 
recognised, as the knowledge capital of 

the world.

Provide  
a first class education for 

350,000 students – who are able  

to choose from over  

6,000 undergraduate courses  

and several thousand  

postgraduate qualifications

Employ 
58,000 FTE staff –  

and for every one employed  

by HE in London, one other  

job is created elsewhere  

in the UK economy 
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